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Highlights From Upstate Art Weekend 2025
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Installation view, Ellen Harvey, Winter in the Summer House, 2025. Part of "What's Missing?

Artworks in the Olana Landscape," Olana's summer 2025 outdoor site-specific exhibition. 

While many major exhibitions during Upstate Art Weekend have been covered by other media outlets

this year, Art & Object has opted to highlight smaller shows at notable venues across Upstate New York

and some galleries just across the border in Connecticut. From Giangiacomo Rossetti’s contemporary

interpretations of Golden Age painters and modern masters at Mendes Wood DM in Germantown, to

Emil Alzamora’s experimental figurative sculptures made from industrial materials, a new art fair

housed in a stylishly-designed building opposite the railway station in Hudson, and a pine-walled

gallery showcasing a lively group show in a former condor shelter deep in the bear-rich woods outside

Sharon, these are our favorite exhibitions north of New York City.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Read more stories from Paul Laster

Paul Laster is a writer, editor, curator, advisor, artist, and lecturer. New York Desk Editor for
ArtAsiaPacific, Laster is also a Contributing Editor at Raw Vision and Whitehot Magazine of
Contemporary Art and a contributing writer for Art & Object, Galerie, Artforum, Artsy, Ocula,
Family Style, Sculpture, and Conceptual Fine Arts. Formerly the Founding Editor of Artkrush, he
began The Daily Beast’s art section and was Art Editor at Russell Simmons’ OneWorld
Magazine. Laster has also been a Curatorial Advisor for Intersect Art & Design and Unique
Design, as well as an Adjunct Curator at P.S.1 Contemporary Art Center, now MoMA PS1.

TAGS

art fair

Upstate Art Weekend

sculpture

Group Show

Golden Age

COURTESY THE ARTIST AND THOMAS COLE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE.

Emily Cole: Ceramics, Flora & Contemporary Responses,
Thomas Cole National Historic Site, Catskill, NY

This brilliant exhibition showcases the floral art of Emily Cole, daughter of the renowned

American landscape painter Thomas Cole, in dialogue with the colorful works of eight

contemporary women artists. Bringing to life the home and studio where she lived and

worked for 70 years until her passing in 1913, the show pairs her painted porcelain plates,

tea services, and floral studies on paper with ceramics, paintings, sculptures, photographs,

furniture, and installations by Ann Agee, Jacqueline Bishop, Francesca DiMattio, Valerie

Hegarty, Courtney M. Leonard, Jiha Moon, Michelle Sound, and Stephanie Syjuco. 

While all the artists created magnificent pieces for the show, our favorites are Hegarty’s

layered installation, which combines elements of the Coles’ art with memories of her

mother teaching her crafts using decorations from her childhood home; DiMattio’s

decorative ceramics and furniture that explore domesticity; Agee’s presentation of ornate

porcelain vases and a floral garland that circles a room; and Moon’s ceramics that blend

Eastern and Western art histories in an enchanting bedroom display.

Image: Installation view, Valerie Hegarty, Emily Cole and Her Father, My Mother and Me

(Thomas Cole’s Lake with Dead Trees, Blackberries, Sparrow, and Wallpaper), 2025. Thomas

Cole National Historic Site, Catskill, NY. 
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Boundless Color, James Barron Art, South Kent, CT

Boundless Color, curated by Deborah Goodman Davis, showcases the vibrant creations of

10 contemporary artists, featuring painting, sculpture, fiber art, photography, and

printmaking. The works emphasize intuition, rhythm, and repetition while intentionally

avoiding symbolism and strict structure. Inspired by an Instagram comment about Hasani

Sahlehe's paintings by the late Walter Robinson, which he categorized as unstructured

color, Davis examined the artists she already admired and created an exhibition centered

on their work and her interpretation of the theme. 

Standouts in the show include Pam Glick’s improvisational paintings of calligraphic marks

on a loosely gridded, multicolored background; Sheila Hicks’ circular wall sculptures that

mimic paintings using yards of yarn and thread; Stanley Whitney’s editioned silkscreen print

of intersecting vibrant, hand-drawn lines; and Mary Heilmann’s paintings of solidly

colored Small Floating Spots. 

Image: Installation view, Boundless Color, curated by Deborah Goodman Davis, James

Barron Art, South Kent, CT. Courtesy James Barron Art.
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Giangiacomo Rossetti: Summer Rain, Mendes Wood DM,
Germantown, NY

Staying in Germantown for an artist residency in 2024, Giangiacomo Rossetti grew

accustomed to the space where he is now exhibiting. Thinking about what to display in the

country house-turned-gallery, the Milan-born, New York-based artist drew inspiration from

Marguerite Duras’ novella, Summer Rain, which follows the journey of a large, uneducated

immigrant family as they struggle to survive in the indifferent society of suburban Paris. 

Focusing on one of the children, a boy who manages to succeed in the world, Rossetti

created three realistic paintings for the intimate exhibition that depict three subjects who

ventured into the world at different stages of their lives. Complementing the canvases are

two light fixtures with shades made from painted monotypes, inspired by two early works

Francis Picabia created during his Orphic period, and a vintage piece of Italian decorative

fabric that poetically emphasizes the domestic nature of the space.

Image: Installation view, Giangiacomo Rossetti: Summer Rain, Mendes Wood DM,

Germantown, NY.
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